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sumed to belie their supremacy or, grea|
daring, presumed to invoke the assisj
of powers beyond the district pale
or later he would rue his temerit
these, the golden days of the Civil Sel
one figures the district officer as riding
ously forth, the virtual lord of his domain,
inquiring into grievances, dealing out
summary justice, and endeavouring with
indifferent success to check the peculation
of his subordinates. In a land where
much was dark and treacherous he set a
bright example of probity, of justice, and
of the many virtues of his race. If in his
methods he was a little arbitrary, a little
arrogant, who shall greatly blame him?
The exercise of unchecked power in-*
evitably corrupts some of the finer quali-
ties : it would, we may suppose, in the
end tarnish even the pure metal of the
Nietzschean superman. And these were
just English gentlemen, selected for their
culture and intelligence, inspired by a high
endeavour to uphold their country's good
name in a far off foreign land. The peace
that wrapped the land as with a mantle.